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The Charlotte Mason Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
database created in 2009-2011 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators and students to discover, use, and build upon the 
Charlotte Mason Collection of archives, journals and books 
housed in the Armitt Library & Museum (UK). To learn more 
about this database or to search the digital collection, go to The 
Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. 

Your use of images from the Charlotte Mason Digital 
Collection is subject to a License . To publish images for 
commercial purposes, a license fee must be submitted and 
permission received prior to publication. To publish or present 
images for non-profit purposes, the owner, Redeemer University 
College, must be notified at cmdc@ redeemer. ca and submission 
of a copy of the context in which it was used also must be 
submitted to the owner at cmdc@ redeemer. ca. Credit lines, as 
specified in the License , must accompany both the commercial 
and non-profit use of each image. 

Unless you have obtained prior permission, you may not 
download an entire issue of a journal nor may you make multiple 
copies of any of the digital images. Higher resolution images are 
available. [Low resolution (150 dpi), single copy printing is 
permitted: High resolution images for publication can be 
purchased. Please contact Redeemer University College in 
writing as specified in the License to request high resolution 
images. 

While the document originals are housed in the Armitt Library & 
Museum, Redeemer University College owns the rights to the 
Digital Images (in jpg/pdf format) of the original archival 
documents and artifacts. The original Digital Images and 
database metadata are owned and maintained by Redeemer 
University College. Multiple images are bound together in PDF 
Packages. Click here to download the latest version of Adobe 
Reader for better viewing. In the PDF, click an image thumbnail 
to view it. 

This project was made possible through collaboration among the 
Armitt Library & Museum (Ambleside, UK), Redeemer 
University College (Ancaster, Canada) and the University of 
Cumbria (UK) and with the financial assistance of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 


Need help? If you do not see a side-bar with image thumbnails: 

Some of the PDF packages are large and will take some time to download. A very large PDF package may open more successfully 
if you download it first to your desktop. (From inside the database record, right-click on the link to the PDF package and save the 
link to your desktop.) Once it’s on your desktop, you can open it up with a recent version of Adobe Reader . 

If you have a Macintosh with Safari, the default program to open PDFs is Preview, which does not open the PDF packets. Mac 
users need to download Adobe Reader . If this cover page appears without a list of PDF files (either at the side or bottom of the 
screen), look for a paper clip or a menu option to view attachments. If you click that, you should see a list of the pages in the PDF 
package. 

Viewing files with Linux: This works with the default PDF viewer that comes pre-installed with Ubuntu. While viewing this 
cover page in the PDF viewer, click "View" on the top toolbar, and check the box that says "Side Panel". That will bring up the 
side panel. The side panel will show only this cover page. Click the ‘arrow’ at the top of the side panel, and it will give you the 
option to view "attachments." If you click that, you should see a list of PDF files, which are the pages in the PDF package. 
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House of Education . — Our readers will congratulate us on the fact 
that the House of Education has moved into a large and beautiful house 
(see Canon Rawnsley’s notice of Scale Howe), which will not only enable 
us to have all our students under one roof, but also to do what has long 
been the desire of our heart, to give a single term’s training to girls (not 
proposing to teach) who have left school and cannot spare time for a 
year’s course, and also to receive mothers as students for a fortnight or 
three weeks to get insight into our methods and principles. Apply to 
Secretary, House of Education. 

House of Education Natural History Club. — Notes by M. L. Hodgson . 
I would again direct your attention to the trees ; you will be surprised to 
find how much there is that you can do during the winter in this subject if 
you will only begin to study the matter, both out of doors and in. Choose 
a common tree to start with, get one or two small typical twigs, and mount 
each on a card ; search under the tree for one or two leaves, and you have 
all you want for a whole week’s work. Press the leaf until it is quite dry, 
and then mount it on a card in the same way as the twig ; the same card 
will do if you like it better. The next thing is, to get out paint boxes and 
brushes, stand the mounted twig up in front of you, and carefully copy it 
in brush-work. It is not of the slightest consequence whether you can 
draw or not ; do it as well as you can anyway, for the number of times you 
look at the twig in order to copy it will impress its form on your memory 
as nothing else could do. During your daily walks look out for all the trees 
you can find of the same kind, until you can tell, even at a distance, the 
growth and contour of your tree. The ringed surface of the cut end of 
your twig will call your attention to the way it grows, and the question 
children so frequently ask will very likely occur to you — “ why is it ringed ?’ T 
A piofitable hour can be spent in finding this out, and the manner of grow th 
of the whole tree be considered and discussed. While those who are 
fortunate enough to possess a microscope can without much difficulty see 
for themselves the various vessels and cells described in Oliver’s Botany 
(Blakie’s Science Series, 2 -). Some thin cuttings off a match will show 
the pitted vessels very well, and the others may be found after a little 
experience in cutting ; they should be soaked in a little alcohol, and put 
under the microscope in water or spirit. The leaf should be treated in a 
similar manner, first paint it, and then study leaves and their uses. The 

apters on leaves in Professor Geddes’ Modern Botany are very good, and 
most interesting. To some people it is a new thought that the buds and 
catkins for next spring are to be found on the trees now. If they are looked 
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for they will be seen quite early in the autumn or end of summer, and they 
remain dormant all the winter with their tiny embryo leaves and flowers 
wrapped up in their blankets and waterproofs. The fruits of plants, &c ’ 
can be found in abundance. Then, where there are lanes, it is possible 
during open weather to hunt for snail-shells; mossy banks under hedges 
arc by far the best hunting grounds, and empty shells in good preservation 
are to be discovered wdthout much difficulty. Ponds are teeming with life 
on the mild sunny days before the frost sets in, and a few good handfuls of 
duckweed will give you plenty to do. Water -fleas. Cyclops Hydras , and 
Rotifers , are all visible to the naked eye. A bottle of pond water and 
duckweed will be a good place in which to look for and to keep them in 
when found ; if kept in a w'arm place the water soon becomes lively, and 
should it not contain wdiat you wish to study, try again until you are 
successful ; even if you do not get exactly what you want, you will be sure 
to find something interesting. 

The birds in the winter are a source of much pleasure and interest, they 
soon learn their way to your doors and windows, if you will regularly put 
suitable food out for them. Strings of nuts, cracked and threaded, are sure 
to attract all kinds of tits, they are also very fond of a cocoanut with the ends 
sawn off ; a little seed attracts the finches, and bread finds many visitors. 
Do not be satisfied with merely looking at the birds, a little time should be 
spent in reading about their habits, nests and eggs. In this way you will 
find a great deal to occupy you in the winter months, and if you enter a 
short account of each thing studied in your nature note-book, along with 
whatever pictures you are able to produce, you will find that by the time 
spring comes round again you have made quite satisfactory progress and 
have gained much pleasure, though the things you may have been obliged 
to study were common, and therefore not supposed to be very interesting 

Parents' Review School. Next term begins J <im ‘ ai ^ ^ tl1 Natural 
advisable that children in the P.R.S. should join the P.N.E.U. Natural 

Mothers' Educational Course.— We are beginning t0 * ea £ Petits 
our Mothers' studies in suggestive and instructive articles for the Parents 

Review . 


